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TH5091 – Export prices increased around 1 percent as upward pressure on domestic prices more than 

offset the weakening Thai baht.  The Government will likely begin to issue public tenders for non-food 

grade rice next week.  
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Market Tone 

 
Despite the weakening of Thai baht (34.4 Baht/US$ compared to 33.9 Baht/US$), export prices 

increased around 1 percent from the previous week.  This is due to the upward pressure on 

domestic prices caused by the on-going drought situation.  Domestic prices of current-crop white 

rice (5% grade) increased to 12,450 baht per metric tons ($362/MT), up approximately 2 percent 

from the previous week.  The Government revised up its estimate of drought damage areas in the 

central plains to around 1.4 million rai (0.22 million hectares), compared to the previous estimate 

of around 0.9 million rai (0.14 million hectares).  This is due to the government decision to block 

the irrigation for farming since July 16 in order to save water for household consumption purposes 

until mid-August.  This will primarily affected  main-crop rice in the central plains which has been 

planted in June.  Since May 2015, around 4.9 million rai (0.8 million hectares) have reportedly 

been planted in the lower northern region and the central plains.    

The Government announced that it will likely begin to issue new public tenders for non-food grade 

rice stocks of 1.29 million metric tons in the week of July 27.  This rice is expected to be used 

primarily for ethanol production.  Around 0.5 million metric tons of rice are likely to be substituted 

for cassava in ethanol production in the second half of 2015.  This will account for around half of 

the annual demand for cassava in ethanol production (See GAIN Report: TH5085 – Biofuel Annual 

2015, July 2015).   

Rice Export Update 

Unofficial preliminary rice exports (excluding premium white and fragrant rice) for July 13-19, 

2015 totaled 65,304 metric tons, down 22,540 metric tons from the previous week and down 

16,702 metric tons from the four-week moving average of 82,006 metric tons (Table 2).  Rice 

exports (excluding premium white and fragrant rice) from January 1 – July 19, 2015, totaled 

2,132,065 metric tons, down 19 percent from the same period last year. 

Total rice exports from January to May 2015 totaled 3,772,158 metric tons, down 1.4 percent from 

the same period last year (See GAIN Report – TH5082 Grain and Feed Update, June 2015). 
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